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CHARLOTTE, N.C. (Jan. 8, 2020) – Hendrick Automotive Group 
chairman Rick Hendrick has assumed the role of chief executive 
officer following the planned retirement of president and CEO 
Edward J. Brown III. Hendrick, who founded the company in 
1976, retains the title and responsibilities of chairman. In 
addition, longtime corporate advisor and legal counsel Gregory 
H. Gach has been named president of Hendrick Automotive 
Group, reporting to Hendrick. The transitions became effective 
on Jan. 1.	
 	
Brown’s decision to retire after nearly a decade with Hendrick 
Automotive Group was made in early 2019 and announced 
internally in November. He joined the Charlotte-based company 
in May 2010 as chief financial officer and became CEO on Jan. 
1, 2011. Brown, 71, was previously president of global corporate 
and investment banking for Bank of America, where he retired in 
2004.	
 	
“Not only did Ed help us navigate historically complex issues, he 
led our company to significant growth and multiple years of 
record revenue, including 2019,” Hendrick said. “Notably, his 
passion for expanding our corporate social responsibility 
programs has left an indelible mark on our culture and the 
communities we serve. We are grateful for his many 
contributions and wish him the very best in his well-earned 
retirement. Ed leaves our organization in an exceptional place.”	
 	
Although Gach officially joined Hendrick Automotive Group in 
July 2018 as special consultant, he has been affiliated with the 
company for more than 30 years. He was the corporate attorney 



for Hendrick Automotive Group and its sister company, 12-time 
NASCAR Cup Series champions Hendrick Motorsports, along 
with serving as Hendrick’s personal attorney and strategic 
advisor.	
 	
In addition to his role as president of Hendrick Automotive 
Group, Gach is president of Hendrick Companies, which is the 
family office responsible for oversight and administration of Rick 
Hendrick’s entire portfolio of businesses, holdings and 
investments.	
 	
“Greg is an invaluable asset to Hendrick Automotive Group and 
our broader organization,” said Hendrick, who turned 70 in July. 
“He is a trusted counselor, a well-regarded leader and brings 
with him a wealth of knowledge and expertise related to our 
companies and the automotive industry as a whole. Our entire 
team looks forward to continuing to work with Greg in his 
expanded responsibilities and in navigating the many 
opportunities that lie ahead for us.”	
 	
A native of Birmingham, Michigan, Gach graduated from Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio, before attending law school at the 
University of Michigan. He was a founding board member of the 
National Association of Dealer Counsel and has been 
recognized on numerous occasions for his professional 
accomplishments, including on the lists of North Carolina Super 
Lawyers and North Carolina Business Magazine “Legal Elite.”	
 	
Gach, 60, has also served a variety of community and charitable 
organizations, including on the Charlotte Urban Ministry board, 
the Charlotte Country Day School board, the Charlotte Children’s 
Hospital advisory committee, and the Levine Children’s Hospital 
planning and advisory committee.	
 	
Hendrick Automotive Group generated approximately $10 billion 
in revenue in 2019 after selling 220,000 vehicles and servicing 
2.7 million cars and trucks.	



 	
ABOUT HENDRICK AUTOMOTIVE GROUP:	
Encompassing 94 dealerships from the Carolinas to California, 
Hendrick Automotive Group is one of the largest privately held 
automotive retail organizations in the United States. 
Headquartered in Charlotte, North Carolina, the company 
employs more than 10,000 people in its dealerships, collision 
centers and accessories distributor installers in 14 states. For 
more information, please visit www.HendrickAuto.com.	
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